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. MEMORANDUM
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SUBJZCT: Hanol's Paris Initilative and the Possi-
' bility of a New Communist Military Offen-
sive

1. The timing of Hanoci's wove to break the dead-
lock on seleciion of a site for talks with the US may .
well be zelated to Vietnamese Communist preparaticiiz-=
spoorentiv nearing completion=--ito launch major offen-
2ive military actions. The North Vietnamese mmay hope
o push pelitical developments in the war along to the
noint where they can be most directly orchestrated with
Communist military plans in South Vietnam, There have
e numerous indications that the Communists are gear=
ing up for another major offensive, most likely in
¢he months of May or Junc. Hanoi may have feared
hat if the deadlock over the site of talks persisted
wuch longer, the political impact of any new military
push would have been largely lost. In view of its
decision some months ago to move to a "fight-talk"
stage of the war, Hanol would probably wish to prevent
such & development if possible.

2., At the time of their 3 April offer of "con-
cmois" with the US, the Nexih Vietnamese may have
anticinated fairly zapid progress toward a full bomb-
fagpe halt angd the initiation of formal talks on a
CCosrement of the war. Communist military activities
in &pril may have been specifically tailored to the

“arospective diplomatic dialogue. The drop in major

encxy military initiatives in early April may have been
‘intended in part to improve the atmosphere for pre-
liminary contacts with the US designed to obtain a
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Zull oombing cessation. Mzznvhile, thc Communists
used the lull Lo prenmare for large-scale offiencive
o; CETLONS bv eallv Mav, whel Hanol wav have expected

SULLGitCAVE Gisousgions o be undey way. Indeed the
CCuasatnists may have expected the US response to a-
negociating offer to be rapid and thus keéep their
military and diplomatic timetables synchronized. This
couvfl ceccount for thelr guite pLecipit0U5 agdition
sersew to Phnom Penli, cice the US had rejected the
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3. Hecvv ‘Noxth VietdoWese infiltration and
logistics operations in suppowrt of Communist £orxrces
w1 South Vietnaxw accelerated in April, Major Commu=~
ﬂ~au miiitary units in several parts of the south con-
tinued the disengagements they had started in late
March.  Some units withdrew from their usual areas
of tactical operations in order to resupply and to
be reinforced. The heavy flow of infiltrators from
Neorth Vietnam doubtless is being used to beef uvup exn-
isting units and to lelp IZoxm new ones. The entire
X0t probably was carried on with a view toward
zpplying heavy military pressures during a period
£ negotlations.
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{. The cue“L*on of exact timing in kicking off
TUonew offensive 15 still, Dighliy conjectural even
the Communists are attenmpting to tie it in with

, olitical developments. A number of reports
E0 12958 3.4(h1(1)>2 have said that major attacks would

be launched between late April and early May. Otherx
reports, however, have said such attacks would occur
batween early May and 19 May; still others have men—
tioned later dates. ‘There are indications in some
areas~~eszecially Saigen and I Corps--that attacks
woer wrell be imminent, although their timing and
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5. In sum, the evidence suggests that atitacks
could come at any time but we xre unable to state
wiochh confidence whaether tiey will occur before i0
Nrrz, Hanol could be planning to launch major mili-
L.y actions in South Vietnam just before or shortly
aiter the opening of the Paris talks, We think it
cyually possible, however, that major Communist milie-
tary dnitiztives in the ooutn wmay be held hack foo &
waile 1ln the hope that preliminary contacts will socon
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~ Al bombing Lnlt., Once this is ac-
Cu\pllahcd, o;;cnsive actions could be geared to ob-

£5in a maximum impact in ensuing discussions on sub-
scantive war issues.

6. The latest report we have of the timing of
Coamunist military operations in the Saigon area in-
dicates that aktacks oz the ciiy and nearby installa-~
Lione oy be lounched fo the next Sew davs,!

Lusios,
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